Vocal Master Class For Song Repertoire and Styling 


(Max. 8 students)

Level: Intermediate/Advanced

"The perfect voice is born of countless sensations. It is effective only when the utmost collective energy is controlled to produce it. And when your emotional reactions to music and poetry are intense enough to arouse your entire personality, you are a great singer."
 Vocal Wisdom, Giovanni Battista Lamperti
Introduction. Each student will be asked to introduce themselves to the group.

Vocal Warm -  Up
Addressing aspects of vocal technique and working on useful vocal warm-ups to cope with different singing situations. Students will be encouraged to explore different exercises and ask questions regarding their own personal technique. Individual vocal style will be discussed.

Objective: students will have a thorough understanding of  various vocal warm- up exercises that will aid in strengthening their vocal technique.

Master Class
Each student brings prepared songs to work on with an accompanist. They will be asked individually to present and sing their piece(s) in an allocated time slot. Feedback and guidance will be given throughout. Musical areas that need exploring will be brought to light. The student will be encouraged to guide this session.

Areas of focus for each individual student could include;

1. Phrasing - exploring the individual's natural way of speaking/singing the lyrics.

2. Improvising - making new lines with and away from the melody notes.

3. Vocal technique and breathing - exercises that can help overcome difficult passages in the song, including work over the break in the voice (passagio).

4. Style/Concept - developing your own vocal style and choosing repertoire.

5. Song structure/Arrangement - how to put a song together including intros, endings, harmonic changes within the piece, and solos.

6. Pulse/Feel/Rhythm - what groove the song is built upon and where to centre your phrasing accordingly. Awareness of pulse, including counting in your songs/explaining the feel.

7. How and what to practice - methods for how to go about a successful, everyday, constructive practice regime.

8. Expression - connection to the lyric and the sharing of yourself.

9. Performance - how to improve the performance visually and emotionally with confidence.

10. Finding an appropriate key for your voice - choosing a key that shows off your instrument in the best way for your vocal range.

11. Microphone technique - looking at ways to cope with all the different amplifications for voice and how to use it to the best of its potential.

Objective: students will have gained some detailed knowledge of all the important elements that go into making a professional singer.

Student’s Materials. Students should bring manuscript paper, plain paper, pen, tape recorder (optional) and prepared music.

Resources Needed.
A piano and pianist
Vocal PA system with speakers
Microphone, lead and stand
CD player and input for mp3 player
Music stand for students (optional)
Photocopy facility (optional)
Board and marker pen (optional)
