Jazz Vocal Performance Session With Rhythm Section (1 Day)

(Advanced)                                                                     Clare Foster
Introduction. Each student will be asked to introduce themselves to the group.

Vocal Warm-Up. (How to build a progressive, inspiring and innovative vocal warm up.)

Introducing the voice with correct breathing, voice placement and ear stretching exercises. After the warm-up, students will be asked to sing over simple and relevant chord sequences. This will be aimed at each singer using their ears and increasing their vocal range with correct technique and breathing. Various sets of exercises will also include trading 8’s and 4’s, call and response phrases, gathering licks and scale patterns, singing different intervals, upper and lower register workouts.

Objective. Students will be able to conduct their own successful voice warm-up session and be encouraged to continually invent their own new exercises.

Song Preparation For Performance. Each student will be asked to fill out a Song Preparation Sheet/Check List for each song they are preparing to sing. This in turn will present each singer with a clear structure and idea of how they want to sing their chosen songs.

Objective. Each student will have a concise foundation for preparing songs for performance at a professional level.

Solo Song Performance. Each student will be asked to perform their songs with a supporting rhythm section. Ideas and questions can be practised and asked with constructive feedback and guidance given (written and verbal). Close attention will be paid particularly to; 

1. Correct use of vocal and breathing technique

2. Accurate knowledge of rhythm and melody

3. Demonstrating performance skills

4. Conveying the meaning of the lyrics 

5. Microphone technique

6. Interaction with the rhythm section

Objective. Students will gain vital band work skills, experience and awareness of their strengths and weaknesses in various areas of their development.

Hand-outs supplied for all stages of the workshop.

Students’ Materials. Students should bring manuscript paper, plain paper, pen, recording facilities (optional) and prepared music.

Filming of the performances may be possible for student self – analysis. Due to the time it would take to convert all individual performances onto separate DVDs, the option of purchasing your own DVD may be available, (purely at a time/cost price)

Resources Needed.

A piano with a well-qualified pianist/ bassist and drummer.

Vocal PA system with speakers.

Microphone, lead and stand.

CD player and input for mp3 player.

Music stand for students (optional)

Photocopy facility (optional)

Video Camera and tripod

Board and marker pen (optional)
