Jazz Standard Performance Workshop (To a Professional Level) With A Rhythm Section



  (2 days)


Introduction. Each student will be asked to introduce themselves to the group.

Vocal Warm-Up. (How to build a progressive, inspiring and innovative vocal warm up.)

Introducing the voice with correct breathing, voice placement and ear stretching exercises. After the warm-up, students will be asked to sing over simple and relevant chord sequences. This will be aimed at each singer using their ears and increasing their vocal range with correct technique and breathing. Various sets of exercises will also include trading 8’s and 4’s, call and response phrases, gathering licks and scale patterns, singing different intervals, upper and lower register workouts.

Objective. Students will be able to conduct their own successful voice warm-up session and be encouraged to continually invent their own new exercises.

Necessary Tools For Successful Work With An Accompanist or Rhythm Section.

All of the topics below will be discussed and worked through by the teacher and student.

1.
Learning a song thoroughly by sections (form).

2.
Choosing an appropriate key for your song.

3.
Writing your own basic lead sheet in the chosen key.

4.
Explaining the feel of your song. 

5.
Talking through (down) arrangements/ shaping a tune.

6.
Counting in correct tempos.

7.
Cueing tempo changes and endings. (Rubato to tempo/sudden or slow end.)

8.
Singing rubato or colla voce.

9.
Ideas for arranging your songs (feel, tempo, time sig., re-harmonisation)

10.
Exploring various types of intros.

11.
Exploring various types of endings.

12.
Learning some basic microphone technique.

13.
Developing an awareness of the whole band (trading, instrumental solos duetting with one instrument etc.)

14.
Preparing music for all band members. (Eflat, Bflat, bass and drum parts).

15.
Talking the lingo and using signs/ cueing and communication in performance 
(keys, head, backing, conducting).

16.
Sound check tips.

17.
Developing a jazz repertoire

18.
Writing an effective set list (varying tempos and keys).

Learning A Simple Standard To Practice The Above Ideas. Students will be taught a jazz standard where they can try out most of the areas discussed with an accompanist. Through solo work, feedback will be given.

Objective - Students will be able to conduct a rehearsal or performance with an accompanist to a professional standard incorporating the tips above.

Discussion -  A short discussion at the end for students to ask any further questions relating to the music business and ‘where to go from here’ including demo CDs, promotion, gig hunting, musical equipment, etc.

Vocal Warm-Up Contd. A warm-up and further ideas and exercises will be added to the first days’ repertoire, strongly incorporating students’ ideas also.

Objective – Each student will gain a very in depth vocal work out routine, feeling free to build their own ideas.

Solo Song Rehearsal And Performance With A Rhythm Section - Each student will be asked to conduct their own rehearsal of their prepared song with a full rhythm section. Ideas can be practised with constructive feedback and guidance given. This will allow each student to experiment musically in whatever way they wish, with a supporting rhythm section. (The student will benefit far more from this exercise if the lyrics and song form have been learnt by heart.)

Objective - Students will gain vital and necessary band work skills (rehearsal and performance) with a rhythm section.

Hand-outs supplied for all stages of the workshop.

Students’ Materials. Students should bring manuscript paper, plain paper, pen, recording facilities (optional) and prepared music.

Resources Needed.

A piano with a well-qualified pianist/ bassist and drummer.

Vocal PA system with speakers.

Microphone, lead and stand.

CD player and input for mp3 player.

Music stand for students (optional)

Photocopy facility (optional)

Board and marker pen (optional)
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