Jazz Vocal Samba Workshop Outline
     Clare Foster

Vocal Warm-Up (How to build a progressive, effective, inspiring and innovative vocal warm up over a Samba accompaniment.)

Introducing the voice, including correct breathing, voice placement and ear stretching exercises. 3 basic chord types and scales (Major/Minor/Dominant) will be introduced. The basis of a Samba rhythm feel (one, TWO).

Objectives: students will be able to identify the different chord types and feel free to improvise over them in a Samba rhythm.

Introducing The Samba (a brief history mentioned). A set of at least 7 Samba rhythmic patterns will be taught to the students, using percussive sound and pitches. This will be practiced over a traditional Samba sequence. Students will be taught the root progression as a melody. Improvised words and sounds will be practiced. Work on a traditional piece that incorporates Samba and perhaps other Brazilian rhythms. Students will be asked to make up and improvise scat sounds on the melody and incorporate the 7 Samba rhythmic patterns they have learned previously.

Objectives: to become familiar with the 7 patterns over a Samba and to feel comfortable singing over this groove and chord sequence.

Introducing A Brazilian Samba Standard. A song is taught with guitar accompaniment and passed around the group. Technique and improvisation are discussed and demonstrated. Ideas are shared and each singer will be able to perform the song in it’s entirety by the end of this session. Singing away from the melody of a song with lyric, scat syllables, jazz phrasing and rhythmical Samba ideas will be investigated and practiced. The students’ strengths and weaknesses can be observed and discussed with the teacher.
Objectives: each student will have a greater insight into Samba music.

Master Class. Each student brings a prepared jazz standard written out in their appropriate key. They will be asked to perform this song without the aid of lyrics, in a Samba feel, with a guitar accompaniment. Constructive feedback will be given by the teacher and other students. Any musical areas that need addressing or difficulties the student is experiencing can be discussed.

Hand-outs supplied for all stages of the workshop.

Student’s Materials. Students should bring manuscript paper, plain paper, pen, tape recorder (optional) and prepared music.

Resources needed:

A Samba guitar accompanist

Vocal PA system with speakers

Microphone/lead and stand 

CD player and input for ipod

Music stands for students (optional)

Photocopy facility (optional)

Board and marker pen (optional) 

